The Carbon Cycle
Fill in the blanks on the diagram using the following words:
cellular respiration, fossil fuels, photosynthesis,  atmosphere, decomposition, combustion

1. Name 2 processes that can release carbon into the atmosphere.

________________________________________________________________

2. Name 2 carbon “sinks” that are illustrated in the diagram. 
_________________________________________________________________

3. Describe the effect that human activity is having on the amount of carbon stored in sinks. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Nitrogen Cycle

Fill in the blanks on the diagram using the following words:

nitrogen-fixing,  atmosphere,  assimilation, nitrates, ammonification,  nitrification,  denitrifying 
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1. Explain why bacteria are so important to the cycling of nitrogen.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name the 3 processes that “fix” nitrogen, and the form of nitrogen that is available to plants. _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the main nitrogen “sink”? _____________________________________

4.  How can humans interfere in the nitrogen cycle? __________________________ 


_________________________________________________________________

The Phosphorus Cycle

Fill in the blanks on the diagram using the following words:

plants,  waste,  weathering,  soil,  carnivores
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1. Explain the difference between short-term and long-term cycling of carbon.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name a phosphorus “sink”.___________________________________________

3. Name the process that must occur in order to release phosphorus from rock._____________________________________________________________
4.  Describe how human activities may intervene in the cycling of phosphorus.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
















































































































